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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In November 2021 MKA Ecology Limited was commissioned to undertake a Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal and Preliminary Roost Assessment of Weybridge Business Park, Addlestone. The appraisal 

included a habitat survey, protected species scoping survey and desktop study of protected and notable 

sites and species in the area. The roost assessment included an inspection of the buildings and trees 

for potential bat roosts. A site visit was undertaken on 22nd November 2021. 

 

The Site is dominated by existing infrastructure, including buildings and associated hardstanding, with 

small areas of grassland, scrub and areas of introduced shrubs present throughout. An area of 

woodland is also present within the north of the Site. The proposals are for the demolition of the existing 

buildings and the development of number of new industrial buildings, along with associated parking and 

landscaping. 

 

The following ecological constraints were identified at the Site with recommendations made as follows; 

 

• Designated sites: A Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEMP) should be produced 

to protect the integrity of the nearby sections of the Wey Navigation SNCI and the Woburn Park 

Stream SNCI; 

• Habitats: The existing woodland and hedgerows should be retained within proposals, 

protected during construction and enhanced post development; 

• Plants: Small-leaved cotoneaster, a species which is listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1989 as amended), should be removed and disposed of as controlled waste 

to insure it does not spread;  

• Amphibians: An ecological method statement should be included within the CEMP as a 

precautionary measure to protect this species group during work; 

• Reptiles: An ecological method statement should be included within the CEMP as a 

precautionary measure to protect this species group during work; 

• Nesting birds: It is recommended that any vegetation clearance be undertaken outside of bird 

breeding season (September – February inclusive). Should these timings not be possible, a 

nesting bird check by a suitably qualified ecologist should take place prior to any clearance; 

• Bats: No features suitable to support roosting bats have been identified within the buildings or 

trees on Site. The Site has been assessed as having moderate suitability for foraging and 

commuting bats, such that a sensitive lighting scheme is recommended to minimise the impacts 

on bat activity during construction and post development. The woodland and waterways should 

remain unlit post development; 

• Badger: No evidence of badger was present within the Site. However, as badger could use the 

Site to commute, measures to reduce potential impacts should be employed during works and 

a sensitive lighting strategy implemented; and 
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• Hedgehog: Care should be taken during works for this species. Should any hedgehogs be 

found during works, they should be relocated to the woodland on the northern boundary. 

 

Ecological enhancements post-development should contribute to national and local conservation 

targets through the planting of native species and those of benefit to wildlife, the protection of the 

woodland and enhancement of the understorey and ground flora, the planting of additional species-rich 

hedgerows and trees within the design scheme, the inclusion of valuable features such as diverse 

grassland habitats, orchards and green infrastructure provision, a bird and bat box scheme and 

provision of invertebrate features. It is recommended that a Biodiversity Net Gain assessment is 

undertaken to ensure that the proposed development is able to demonstrate a significant increase in 

biodiversity within the Site. 

 

The inclusion of enhancement features is in line with National Planning Policy Framework and will also 

contribute towards a net positive change in biodiversity onsite and ensure a sustainable development 

that helps to achieve both local and national biodiversity targets whilst contributing to the existing green 

network within the area. 
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2. INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1. Aims and scope of Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Preliminary Roost Assessment 

 

In November 2021 MKA Ecology Limited was commissioned to undertake a Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal and Preliminary Roost Assessment at Weybridge Business Park, Addlestone by Bridge 

Industrial Ltd in order to support a planning application for redevelopment of the existing industrial site. 

 

The aims of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Preliminary Roost Assessment were to: 

 

• Undertake a desktop study to identify the extent of protected and notable species and habitats 

within close proximity of the Site; 

• Prepare a habitat map for the Site; 

• Identify evidence of protected species/species of conservation concern at the Site; 

• Assess the potential impacts of the proposed development, using existing plans; 

• Detail recommendations for further survey effort where required;  

• Detail recommendations for biodiversity enhancements; 

• Undertake a Preliminary Roost Assessment to establish the suitability of the buildings and trees 

at the Site for roosting bats, and record any evidence of bat presence; and 

• Assess the need for further survey effort, a European Protected Species Licence or mitigation 

for bats, if required. 

 

2.2. Site description and context 

 

The survey area is shown on the map in Figure 1. Within this report this area is referred to as the Site 

or Weybridge Business Park. The Site is located in Addlestone, which falls under the jurisdiction of 

Runnymede Borough Council. The Site is comprised of two parcels of industrial land, a northern parcel 

centred on National Grid Reference TQ 06351 64825 and a southern parcel centred at TQ 06298 

64669.  

 

2.3. Proposed development 

 

The current proposals are for the demolition of the existing industrial buildings and the construction of 

three new larger industrial units. Each unit will be built within the existing hardstanding footprint, along 

with new associated loading areas and car parking areas. 
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2.4. Legislation and planning policy 

 

This Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Preliminary Roost Assessment have been undertaken with 

reference to relevant wildlife legislation and planning policy. 

 

Relevant legislation considered within the scope of this document includes the following: 

 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended); 

• Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006;  

• The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000; 

• Protection of Badgers Act 1992; and 

• Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996.  

 

Further information is provided in Appendix 1, including levels of protection granted to the species 

considered in Section 3.3. 

 

In addition to obligations under wildlife legislation, the revised National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) updated on 20th July 2021 requires planning decisions to contribute to conserving and 

enhancing the local environment. Further details are provided in Appendix 1. 

 

Runnymede Borough Council has produced an adopted Local Plan that runs until 2030, which covers 

policies relating to biodiversity and habitat conservation. Those policy details relevant to the Site are 

referenced below: 

 

• Policy EE9: Biodiversity, Geodiversity and Nature Conservation; 

• Policy EE11: Green Infrastructure; and 

• Policy EE12: Blue Infrastructure. 

 

Where relevant these are discussed in further detail in Section 5.  
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• Mammals: Badger Meles meles, bats (all species), water vole Arvicola amphibius, otter Lutra 

lutra, hazel dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius, hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus, brown hare 

Lepus europaeus and harvest mouse Micromys minutus. 

 

In each case the likelihood of presence of these protected species at the Site was classified as being 

either confirmed, high, moderate, low or negligible. 

 

• Confirmed: The species is confirmed on the Site during the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, 

previous survey effort or recent records. 

• High: Habitats are available onsite which are highly suitable for this species and there are 

records within the desktop study. The surrounding areas also provide widespread opportunities 

for the species which are well connected to the Site. 

• Moderate: Some suitable habitat available on Site for the species although not of optimum 

quality. Species is present with the desktop study. 

• Low: Some suitable habitat available on Site for the species but this is low value and possibly 

of small scale or with poor connectivity. No, or very few, records returned in the desktop study. 

• Negligible: No suitable habitat available for the species, or very little poor-quality habitat. 

 

This protected species scoping survey is designed to assess the potential for presence or absence of 

a particular species or species group, and does not constitute a full survey for these species. 

 

3.4. Preliminary Roost Assessment  

 

All buildings and trees were inspected and the locations of these are shown in Figure 1. An external 

inspection of buildings within the Site was undertaken following guidance set out in Bat Surveys for 

Professional Ecologists – Good Practice Guidelines (3rd edition) (Collins, 2016). 

 

The following features were recorded for buildings: 

 

• Location;  

• Type;  

• Dimensions;  

• Age;  

• Construction materials; and 

• Current use.  

 

Descriptions of potential and actual access points and roosting places were recorded (including height 

above ground level and aspect), as well as descriptions of evidence of bats found. The following types 

of evidence of use by bats include: 
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• Location and number of any live bats;  

• Location and number of any bat corpses or skeletons;  

• Locations and number of bat droppings;  

• Notes on relative freshness, shape and size of bat droppings;  

• Location and quantity of any bat feeding remains;  

• Location of clean, cobweb-free timbers, crevices and holes;  

• Location of characteristic staining from urine and/or grease marks; 

• Location and quantity of bat-fly (Nycteribiidae) pupal cases; 

• Location of known and potential access points to the roost; and 

• Location of the characteristic smell of bats.  

 

The following features were recorded for trees: 

 

• Species; and 

• Diameter at breast height. 

 

Descriptions of suitable and actual roost features were recorded (including height above ground level 

and aspect), as well as descriptions of evidence of bats found.  

 

Potential roost features include: 

 

• Woodpecker holes; 

• Rot holes; 

• Hazard beams; 

• Other vertical or horizontal cracks and splits (such as frost-cracks) in stems or branches;  

• Partially detached plately bark;  

• Knot holes arising from naturally shed branches, or branches previously pruned back to the 

branch collar;  

• Man-made holes (e.g. cavities that have development from flush cuts) or cavities created by 

branches tearing out from parent stems;  

• Cankers (caused by localised bark death) in which cavities have developed;  

• Other hollows or cavities, including butt-rots;  

• Double-leaders forming compression forks with included bark and potential cavities;  

• Gaps between overlapping stems or branches;  

• Partially detached ivy with stem diameters in excess of 50mm; and  

• Bat, bird or dormouse boxes.  

 

The following types of evidence of use by bats were recorded for trees: 
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The assessment was undertaken outside the optimum period of April to the end of September. 

However, within the scope of the study it was possible to identify key habitats present and assess their 

likelihood of supporting a greater range of species. 

  

Following the initial Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Preliminary Roost Assessment, the application 

boundary was extended to the north, into the woodland adjacent to Weybridge Road. Examination of 

existing aerial imagery and photographs taken during the Site visit have been used to classify the 

habitats outside the original survey area.  
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The northern parcel is bound to the north by Weybridge Road, to the east by woodland and residential 

housing to the south by Addlestone Road and to the west by industrial development. The southern 

parcel of the site is bound to the north by Addlestone Road, to the east by the River Wey, and to the 

south and west by further industrial and residential development. In the wider landscape, open 

greenspace is present to the north and south, including Chertsey Meads LNR, River Thames and Wey 

Navigation SNCIs, with the M3 beyond to the north; Addlestone and the M25 lie to the west.  

 

Although there are a number of international designated sites located within 10km of Site and a small 

number of national designations within 2km of the Site, given the nature and scale of the proposed 

development, further consideration of such designations is not necessary. 

 

The Site lies within a Natural England Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) 

(Natural England, 2019). However, this IRZ criteria does not apply to the proposed development type 

and, accordingly, local planning authority consultation with Natural England on the likely ecological risks 

associated with the proposals will not be required. 

 

The Site does not lie within or in the vicinity of any Important Plant Areas (IPAs). Although the Site 

doesn’t lie within an Important Invertebrate Areas (IIAs), it is located nearby to the Thames Basin 

Lowlands IIA and the Thames Basin heath Woodland IIA. IIAs are nationally or internationally significant 

places for the conservation of invertebrates and the habitats upon which they rely. Whilst more specific 

information regarding the importance of specific areas within an IIA is not currently available, 

consideration of invertebrates will be given with regard to the proposed development of the Site. 

 

A search of the local planning portal returned primarily previous applications for the Weybridge Business 

Park itself, including the previous renovation of the Site.   

 

4.2. UK Habitat Classification 

 

The Site is dominated by existing infrastructure, including buildings and associated hardstanding, with 

small areas of grassland, scrub and areas of introduced shrubs present throughout. An area of 

woodland is also present in the north. More detailed species lists, along with their relative abundance, 

can be found in Appendix 2. The UK habitat classification survey map is provided in Figure 1, at the 

end of this section. Descriptions of the habitat types present along with dominant species compositions 

are provided below. 

 

Developed land; sealed surface u1b (17 Ruderal/ ephemeral) 

Large areas of the both the northern and southern parcel of the Site comprise hardstanding that function 

as car parks, access roads and footpaths. These areas were largely in a good condition at the time of 

survey and devoid of vegetation (Photograph 1, Appendix 3), however within the northern section of the 
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Site there is a large amount of ephemeral growth, including species such as Canadian fleabane 

Erigeron canadensis (Photograph 2, Appendix 3).  

 

Buildings u1b5 

One building (Building B1 at Figure 1) is located within the northern parcel, and six buildings (Buildings 

B2 to B7 at Figure 1) are located in the southern parcel. These comprise two or three storey structures 

with flat roofs, with the buildings in the southern section having been subject to renovation in 2017, and 

have been unoccupied such that they are in very good condition (Photograph 3, Appendix 3). Building 

B1 within the northern parcel (Photograph 4, Appendix 3) has been vacant for several years and was 

not subject to renovation in 2017, however, was still noted to be in a good condition, with no evidence 

restoration resulting in bat roosting potential.  

 

Suburban/ mosaic of developed/ natural surface u1d (1160 Introduced shrubs, 11 Scattered trees) 

Areas of introduced shrubs are present  as ornamental planting throughout the car parking areas within 

the southern parcel (Photograph 5, Appendix 3). These comprise low shrubs, such as lavender 

Lavandula sp. and small-leaved cotoneaster Cotoneaster microphyllus (Photograph 6, Appendix 3), 

along with a small number of planted young trees.  

 

Modified grassland g4  

Small areas of modified grassland are present within the southern parcel, in association with the areas 

of ornamental planting. These areas are subject to regular management, with a short sward length of 

approximately 2cm recorded at the time of survey. A larger area of grassland is present to the east of 

Building B2, which appears subject to less regular management and supported a longer sward and 

small tussocky patches at the time of survey.  

 

Other neutral grassland g3c  

There is a small area of grassland within the northern parcel that has been left unmanaged, resulting in 

a sward length of up to 30cm in places (Photograph 7, Appendix 3). Small amounts of bramble Rubus 

fruticosus agg. have encroached onto the grassland from the neighbouring woodland parcel.  

 

Other lowland mixed deciduous woodland w1f (37 Semi-natural woodland) 

Two parcels of woodland are present along the southern, western and northern boundary of the 

northern parcel (Photograph 8, Appendix 3). This extends offsite to surround the section of the River 

Wey which runs along this boundary (Photograph 9, Appendix 3) and to the east. The woodland is 

dominated by field maple Acer campestre with regular instances of ash Fraxinus excelsior and supports 

an understorey of bramble, elder Sambucus nigra and firethorn Pyracantha coccinea in places, whilst 

the majority of the woodland supports a more open understorey. Piles of deadwood are present (Target 

Note TN2, Figure 1). It is considered likely that this habitat adheres to the definition of ‘Lowland Mixed 

Deciduous Woodland’, which is a Habitat of Principal Importance as described within the NERC Act 

(2006). 
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Mixed scrub h3h 

Two small areas of scrub are present along the northern boundary of the northern parcel, which appears 

to have developed through the fence that bounds the offsite portion of woodland, and within the 

southern corner of the southern parcel. These areas comprise bramble, butterfly-bush Buddleja davidii, 

common nettle Urtica dioica and elm Ulmus sp.  

 

Scattered trees 11 

A small number of scattered trees are present throughout the Site, primarily within the areas of 

introduced shrubs. These included crab apple Malus sylvestris and tree of heaven Ailanthus altissima. 

 

Hedgerow (priority habitat) h2a 

A native, species rich hedgerow bounds the fence line that is present between Buildings B2 and B7. 

This hedgerow is dominated by dogwood Cornus sanguinea, with occasional instances of late 

cotoneaster Cotoneaster lacteus. This habitat is considered to adhere to the definition of ‘Priority 

Hedgerow’, which is a Habitat of Principal Importance as described within the NERC Act (2006). 

 

Other hedgerow h2b 

Two non-native hedgerows are present within the Site, comprising a small section dominated by late 

cotoneaster present along the eastern boundary of the southern and a more extensive Leyland cypress 

Cupressus x leylandii hedgerow within the northern parcel (Photograph 10, Appendix 3).  
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Figure 1: UK Habitat Classification map of Weybridge Business Park  

   

Target Notes: TN1 - log pile; TN2 - bird boxes 
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4.3. Protected species scoping survey 

 

Plants and fungi 

The desk study returned a very limited number of records for protected and notable plant species within 

2km of the Site, including species such bluebell.  

 

The Site is dominated by hardstanding and buildings, which do not provide suitability for protected or 

notable plant species. Additionally, the areas of vegetation are subject to regular management and 

support a low diversity of species such that they are unlikely to support protected or notable species. 

Overall, due to the lack of records returned from the desk study and the lack of species diversity, the 

risk of the Site to support protected or notable plant species is considered to be negligible.  

 

Small-leaved cotoneaster Cotoneaster microphyllus, was identified within the introduced shrub areas 

on Site. Several cotoneaster species, including small-leaved, are listed under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 9 as invasive species. The presence of invasive plant species is 

therefore confirmed. 

 

Invertebrates 

The desk study returned a small number of records for protected and notable invertebrates within 2km 

of the Site. These include small heath Coenonympha pamphilus, ghost moth Hepialus humuli and stag 

beetle.  

 

The woodland, scrub, introduced shrub and small areas of unmanaged grassland provide suitable 

habitat for invertebrates. However, the Site is generally limited in its structural and floral diversity, and 

did not appear to support significant nectar or pollen resources. The Site is therefore unlikely to support 

significant assemblages of invertebrates or notable invertebrates. However, there were a small number 

of log piles present within the woodland (Target Note TN1, Figure 1), which provide suitable habitat for 

protected species, such as stag beetle. Overall, the Site has been assessed as having low potential to 

support invertebrates. 

Amphibians 

The desk study returned a small number of records for amphibians within 2km of the Site. These are 

for great crested newt, smooth newt, common toad and common frog. The most recent record was for 

great crested newt, recorded approximately 2km west of the Site in 2019. A search of MAGIC returned 

no European Protected Species Licences (EPSL) granted for great crested newt within 2km of the Site.  

 

There are no waterbodies located within the Site boundaries. However, a canalized section of the River 

Wey is located along the eastern boundary of the southern parcel, and a small outlet of the Wey runs 

along the southern boundary of the northern parcel. As both waterbodies are support moderately fast 

flowing water, these are not considered suitable for great crested newt, although they may, provide 
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suitable habitat for other amphibian species, such as common toad and common frog. Additionally, 

there are several other outlets of the River Wey and The Bourne River within 500m of the Site boundary.  

 

The majority of the southern parcel provides no suitability for amphibians such as great crested newt 

as it is dominated by hardstanding and buildings. The areas of scrub, hedgerows and introduced shrub 

along the eastern boundary provide some limited suitable habitat but are isolated from more suitable 

habitats by existing roads and development. The woodland, scrub and neutral grassland within the 

northern parcel provide suitable habitat for amphibians; additionally, this section of the Site is directly 

connected to the woodland adjacent to the River Wey. The log piles within the woodland (Target Note 

TN1, Figure 1) also provide suitable hibernacula for amphibians. Nevertheless, in context of the wider 

landscape the suitable habitats on Site are small in extent. Overall, the Site has been assessed as 

providing no more than low suitability for amphibians.  

 

Reptiles 

The desk study returned no records for reptiles within 2km of the Site.  

 

The southern parcel of the Site, being dominated by built form, provides negligible habitat for reptiles. 

The areas of well managed grassland and introduced shrubs within the Site are small in extent and 

isolated from more suitable habitat by existing roads and development. However, the woodland, scrub 

and long sward grassland within the northern parcel of the Site do provide opportunities for basking and 

resting reptiles, whilst the log piles within the woodland also provide suitable hibernacula for reptiles 

(Target Note TN1, Figure 1). Additionally, these habitats are directly connected to the neighbouring 

parcel of woodland, which would also provide suitable habitat for reptiles, and opportunities for 

movement from the surrounding areas. Overall, due to the majority of the Site being unsuitable for 

reptiles and lack of records from the desk study, it has been assessed as having low potential to support 

reptiles.  

 

Birds 

The desk study returned a small number of records for protected and notable birds within 2km of the 

Site, including species on the BoCC red list, schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981, as 

amended) and Species of Principal Importance listed on the NERC Act 2006. These include skylark 

Alauda arvensis, swift Apus apus, stock dove Columba oenas, black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros, 

peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus and house martin Delichon urbicum.  

 

Eleven species were recorded during the Site visit. These species are shown in Table 10 together with 

their conservation status.  It is important to note that this is not a full inventory of species for the Site. 
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5. ECOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS, OPPORTUNITIES 

AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

This section outlines key ecological issues for consideration, recommendations for further work and 

ecological enhancements where appropriate. 

 

Off-site habitats 

The Site is located immediately adjacent to two sections of the River Wey. Given the proximity of these 

watercourses, pollutants and dust associated with construction works are likely to run into these 

waterways. Additionally, the Woburn Park Stream SNCI is located within 0.5km of the Site boundary, 

which would also be at risk from pollutants and dusk from construction. Policy EE12 of the Runnymede 

Local Plan states that blue Infrastructure assets should be protected and maintained during 

development and, as such, should clearance and construction activities be designed to minimise 

impacts from pollutants (such as surface run-off, dust, wind-blown litter), the integrity of the waterways 

and SNCI are unlikely to be affected by the proposals and the aims of the Local Plan would be 

addressed. A buffer of at least 8m from the development and the watercourses should be installed 

where possible.  

 

The mitigation measures to be adopted throughout the construction phase of the development should 

be documented within a Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), and include 

measures to protect the offsite designations and the protected fauna which may make use of the Site, 

as detailed in the recommendations below. The CEMP will include:  

 

• Measures to minimise dust arising, when necessary, including the use of dust control machinery 

and wet machinery;  

• Measures to prevent pollution / contamination events through surface run-off;  

• Measures to minimise other pollution events such as noise, vibration and wind-blown litter;  

• Measures to prevent accidental damage to the adjacent watercourses and nearby designated 

sites; and 

• Measures to safeguard protected faunal species (detailed further below). 

 

Recommendation 1 

Mitigation measures should be place to protect the adjacent waterways and nearby SNCI through the 

production of a CEMP (Policy EE12, Runnymede Borough Council). 

 

On-site habitats 

The woodland and hedgerow habitats are considered to represent Habitats of Principal Importance as 

set out within the NERC Act (2006) and are considered to be of elevated value in their own right, such 
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that their retention is recommended. The current proposals aim to retain the existing woodland area 

however, should the proposals change, it is recommended that the woodland and hedgerow continue 

to be retained. Under the current proposals, the majority of the scattered trees will be removed to 

facilitate works. The loss of such trees should be mitigated for through the planting of UK native trees 

within the Site, to include more individuals than were felled (to compensate for the time they take to 

establish), thereby providing a net gain of trees on site. 

 

As set out within policy EE9 of the Runnymede Local Plan, habitat fragmentation of green Infrastructure 

should be avoided in development proposals through the restoration, protection, maintenance and 

enhancement of habitat connectivity. As such, retained trees and woodland should be protected during 

demolition and construction using root protection fencing around the root zones in accordance with 

British Standards BS 5837 2012: Trees in Relation to Construction. In addition, where possible, a 5m 

buffer from the woodland edge should be implemented.  

 

Recommendation 2 

The woodland and priority hedgerow should be retained in any future proposals. Scattered trees should 

be retained wherever possible. Retained trees and woodland should be protected using root protection 

fencing (Policy EE11, Runnymede Borough Council). 

 

Plants 

Small-leaved cotoneaster is present on Site, which is listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981. It is an offence to plant or cause this plant to spread in the countryside and all 

waste containing this plant falls under the control of Part II of the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 

Careful management will be required during works in order to prevent further spread into the wild as a 

result of the works. Where this species is being removed to facilitate works, theses should be removed 

as controlled waste with the arisings disposed of as such to avoid spread.  

 

Recommendation 3 

Ensure instances of cotoneaster are managed to ensure this species does not spread. Removed 

instances should be disposed of as controlled waste. 

 

Amphibians 

Due to the presence of a stream along the southern boundary of the northern parcel and its connectivity 

to the wider landscape, it has been assessed as having a low likelihood of supporting common 

amphibian species. The proposed works currently retain the existing woodland. However, as a 

precaution for any amphibians which may be present on Site, a method statement should be produced 

outlining safe methods of vegetation clearance, as set out in Recommendation 5 below, and included 

within the recommended CEMP (Recommendation 1). 
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Recommendation 4 

Produce an ecological method statement within the CEMP prior to works. This should detail how to 

avoid impacts on amphibians during the removal of habitat and other works 

 

Reptiles 

All UK reptile species are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act (1981), and are 

listed as Species of Principal Importance under the NERC Act (2006). It is an offence to intentionally 

kill or injure individuals of these species (see Appendix 1 for more information). 

 

There is a low risk of reptiles being present on the Site due to the presence of suitable habitats, 

particularly the area of long sward grassland within the north of the Site, and the connectivity between 

the Site and the wider landscape. As a precautionary measure, in order to avoid any residual risk during 

the Site clearance works, it is recommended that the precautionary habitat clearances procedures are 

implemented. This can be achieved through the employment of habitat manipulation. The habitat 

manipulation exercise will involve mowing the grassland and reducing the scrub within the site in order 

to reduce these areas to a uniformly short height, thereby encouraging herpetofauna to relocate from 

the Site to retained peripheral features. 

  

The above exercise should be conducted outside of the hibernation period (i.e. between March/April 

and September/October). The exercise will begin with the dismantling of any point features (such as 

the log piles present within the woodland) by hand. Following this, tall vegetation will be reduced in 

height to ground level, through staged strimming. Vegetation should be cleared in a directional 

approach, from the centre, outwards. Once the habitat has been cleared, and the arisings have been 

removed, the areas cleared should be left for 24hours to allow any reptile or amphibians utilising the 

Site to disperse naturally to the peripheral retained habitat features within the Site or indeed, offsite. 

 

This should be outlined and included within the recommended CEMP. In the event that reptiles are 

present within the Site at the time of the proposed clearance works, the above safeguards will ensure 

that this species is fully protected.  

 

Recommendation 5 

Produce an ecological method statement document for the habitat manipulation exercise prior to works 

and detail this within a CEMP. This should detail how to avoid impacts on reptiles during the removal 

of habitat and other works. 

 

Birds 

The scrub, hedgerows, trees and woodland present on Site provide suitability to support breeding birds. 

All wild birds, their active nests and eggs are protected under The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended), which makes it an offence deliberately, or recklessly, to kill or injure any wild bird or 

damage or destroy any active birds’ nest or eggs.  
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Scheduling vegetation removal works between the months of September and February inclusive (i.e. 

outside of the bird season) would avoid impacts on breeding birds. 

 

Where vegetation clearance works are required during the breeding bird season (between the months 

of March and August inclusive), such works can only proceed following the completion of a nesting bird 

check undertaken by an experienced ornithologist. Any active birds’ nest identified during this check 

must be protected from harm until the nesting attempt is complete. This will require a buffer to be left 

around the nest, the size of which will depend upon the species involved (as a general rule, this will be 

10m in all directions around the nest). Any buffers established as a result of the initial nesting bird check 

must be subjected to a second check after the original nesting attempt is completed, before such areas 

can be removed during the breeding bird season. 

 

Recommendation 6 

Schedule vegetation and building clearance works between the months of September and February 

inclusive to avoid impacts on breeding birds. Where this timing is not feasible works should be preceded 

by a nesting bird check. 

 

It is strongly recommended that any potential nesting bird habitat is cleared outside the 

breeding bird season in order to avoid potentially lengthy delays if nests are found during 

nesting bird checks.  

 

Bats 

Bat roosting behaviour, commuting and foraging activity can additionally be dramatically affected by 

artificial lighting (BCT, 2018). It is strongly recommended that any proposed exterior lighting on the new 

buildings is designed and managed appropriately to ensure that the area remains suitable for foraging 

bats. A sensitive lighting scheme should be developed to allow suitable roosting and foraging areas for 

bats. Additionally, the woodland in the northern parcel and the River Wey adjacent to the southern 

parcel should not be lit, so as to remain as dark corridors and foraging areas for bats. These measures 

should be secured through a planning condition. 

 

Recommendation 7 

Light pollution from any lighting should be minimised both during and after the construction phase. A 

sensitive lighting scheme should be developed and secured through a planning condition to allow for 

suitable roosting and foraging areas for bats within the site with maximum use of appropriate luminaries 

and directed lighting, with the trees and woodland habitats within the Site in particular being protected 

from light spill. The CEMP should detail a sensitive lighting scheme to be implemented during the 

construction phase of the development. 
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Badgers and small mammals 

As no evidence of badger or badger setts were found on site, no further survey for badgers is required 

to support the planning application. However, as badgers are highly mobile creatures and there are 

habitats on Site suitable for badger, it is advised that the sensitive lighting strategy is implemented to 

prevent disturbance to any potential foraging badgers. 

 

It is also advised that the following measures are used to reduce any potential impacts on badgers and 

other mammals: 

 

• Backfilling or providing a ramp in excavations before dusk to avoid animals becoming trapped 

in them; 

• Maintaining access across the construction site for badgers by not blocking or storing 

equipment along possible commuting routes; 

• Avoid construction lights illuminating commuting routes (e.g. woodland edges and northern 

boundary of the northern site) during construction; 

• Site contractors are made aware, during site inductions, of the potential presence of badgers 

onsite, what action is to be taken if a badger is found during construction works; and 

• Any chemicals or potentially harmful compounds to be stored within badger proof containers. 

 

These measures should be outlined and included within the recommended CEMP. 

 

Recommendation 8 

The proposed sensitive lighting scheme should be developed within nocturnal species such as badger 

in mind and additional measures put in place to reduce the potential development impacts on badgers.  

 

Hedgehog 

The Site has potential to support hedgehog, which is a Species of Principal Importance and should 

therefore be considered during the planning process. Hedgehog may use the woodland, scrub and 

grassland so care must be taken during any vegetation clearance. If any hedgehogs are found during 

works, they should be moved to the adjacent woodland off site, so to not be further impacted by works.  

Additionally, it is recommended that provisions are made for hedgehog. This should include the 

installation of a hedgehog dome within the woodland in the northern parcel of the Site.   

 

Recommendation 9 

Install one hedgehog domes within the woodland habitat on Site.  

 

Opportunities for biodiversity enhancement 

Following the issue of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF; see Appendix 1), all planning 

decisions should aim to maintain and enhance, restore or add to biodiversity and geological 

conservation interests. Ecological enhancements should aim to deliver biodiversity gains for the 
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proposed development site. In addition, as set out within Policy EE9 of the Runnymede Locla Plan, the 

Council will seek net gains in biodiversity, through creation/expansion, restoration, enhancement and 

management of habitats and features to improve the status of priority habitats and species. Accordingly, 

it is recommended that a Biodiversity Net Gain assessment is undertaken to ensure that the proposed 

development is able to demonstrate a significant increase in biodiversity within the Site.  

 

Recommendation 10 

Ensure that the development delivers a biodiversity net gain by updating the Biodiversity Net Gain 

assessment following any design revisions.  

 

It has been recommended that tree, scrub and shrub planting are included within the Site to mitigate 

for the loss of vegetation under the proposals. Species that will increase habitat diversity and structural 

heterogeneity at the Site are recommended for inclusion within the landscape proposals. Examples of 

recommended species to be planted are provided in Appendix 4 and have been selected to provide a 

year-round source of nectar and pollen for invertebrates. 

 

There is the opportunity to incorporate fruit and nut tree planting, which would provide opportunities to 

insect pollinators and provide benefits for other species within the ecosystem, including birds and bats. 

In addition, it recommended that the opportunity to create an urban orchard habitat is taken. This can 

be achieved through the planting of a high density of fruit bearing trees within an area of grassland free 

from developing scrub. Suitable native species for such planting are presented in Appendix 4. 

 

There is also the opportunity to incorporate species-rich hedgerow planting within the Site. To achieve 

a species-rich state, the hedgerow should comprise a minimum of five native woody hedgerow species. 

Suitable native species for such planting are presented in Appendix 4 and 7. 

 

It is recommended that the grassland habitats to be created within the Site are designed with 

biodiversity in mind. This will help to increase native plant species diversity, provide more ecologically 

valuable habitats and result in a greater diversity of dependent taxonomic groups, especially 

invertebrates. In particular, it is recommended that a pond edge mix be sown within the western 

grassland areas in close proximity to the River Wey as this includes species tolerate of wetland 

conditions. Similarly, it is recommended that hedgerow and woodland seed mixes are sown within the 

grassland areas surrounding these habitats, as this includes species tolerate of the shaded conditions 

in these areas. In addition, a bee lawn mix should be sown in the publicly accessible areas as this mix 

includes species that can tolerate trampling and mowing, which is appropriate as these areas will also 

function as an amenity area for the future users of the Site. These grassland habitats will be specially 

cultivated to attract insect pollinators by combining grasses with low-flowering perennial plant species 

and contain a diverse mixture of plant species to attract many different kinds of invertebrates, which in 

turn will attract birds and small mammals such as voles, shrews and hedgehogs. The creation of these 

grassland habitats, in combination with scrub and tree planting, will create further opportunities and 
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niches for faunal species and will maximise the ecological value of the Site, forming an ecotone at the 

boarder of the existing woodland habitat and creating pockets of still air for the benefit of invertebrates 

such as butterflies.  

 

Recommendation 11 

It has been recommended that native British species and those with a known attraction or benefit to 

local wildlife are incorporated within the planting scheme for the Site in order to enhance the overall 

value of the Site for biodiversity, in line with the requirements of the NPPF. Species-rich hedgerows 

have been recommended for establishment within the Site, along with diverse grassland habitat 

creation, tree and scrub planting and the creation of an urban orchard habitat.  

 

The creation of deadwood features at the Site will be particularly valuable for invertebrates as a foraging 

resource, which in turn benefits a range of other species such as amphibians, hedgehogs and reptiles. 

This could include rotting roots or tree stumps spread around various locations. The drilling of holes or 

cutting of notches can add even more value for invertebrates. Such features should be included within 

the areas of retained woodland and in close proximity to the retained ditches and new pond, to allow 

the features to be utilised by a range of faunal groups, including invertebrates, reptiles and amphibians 

should they be present.  

 

Recommendation 12 

Incorporate deadwood features within the Site post development. 

 

It is recommended that the existing woodland be enhanced through the creation of a structural diverse 

and significant understorey and through the development of a more diverse ground flora, as outline in 

Recommendation 11 above and in Appendix 4. Species recommended for planting within the 

understorey are presented in Appendix 4. These species also have the additional benefit of producing 

berries, which would benefit several taxa, such as a birds and badgers. 

 

Recommendation 13 

It is recommended that the woodland be enhanced through additional understorey planting and the 

sowing of a woodland seed mix to develop a diverse ground flora. 

 

It is recommended that herb and pollen rich planting beds are included within the soft landscaping within 

the Site. These features should be planted with species that will to increase habitat diversity and 

structural heterogeneity at the Site. Examples of recommended species to be planted are provided in 

Appendix 4 and have been selected to provide a year-round source of nectar and pollen for 

invertebrates. 

  



Weybridge Business Park, Addlestone – Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Preliminary Roost Assessment 
April 2022 

 35 
 

Recommendation 14 

It is recommended that the planting beds are included within the Site designs and are designed to 

enhance biodiversity.  

 

Enhanced opportunities for breeding birds should be incorporated into the design scheme. Bird boxes 

should be mounted on trees, fences and built structures at the Site. It is recommended that integrated 

boxes are included within the final development and that there is focus on black redstart. Black redstart 

is known to breed in disused buildings and urban areas and is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1981) and is nationally red-listed, so the inclusion of specific nest boxes for this 

species would be adding real value to the Site.  It is recommended that there is also a focus on swift, 

together with the provision of generalist bird boxes. Swift boxes have the added advantage of being 

used by house sparrow and starling. In addition, given the presence of extensive grassland habitat to 

the east of the Site and the observation of kestrel within the offsite portion of woodland, it is 

recommended that opportunities for this species is included within the Site post development. Similarly, 

given the presence of records of peregrine falcon within 2km of the Site, it is recommended that a nest 

box is also provided for this species within the Site post development. Examples of suitable boxes are 

shown in Appendix 5 together with information concerning the correct siting of these enhancement 

features.  

 

Recommendation 15 

A minimum of 12 bird boxes should be installed at the site, to include boxes targeted to swift, black 

redstart, peregrine falcon and kestrel. 

 

The Site itself has relatively little provision for roosting bats however, the wider landscape has the 

potential for use by bats. With this in mind, enhanced opportunities for roosting bats should also be 

provided at the site through installation of bat boxes.  

 

Recommendation 16 

Provisions should be made for roosting bats at the site post-development, to include a minimum of six 

wall mounted bat bricks or bat boxes and boxes mounted in trees at the site.  

 

It is recommended that, where possible, the development plans include living walls and that these 

features be designed to be sympathetic to wildlife. Such green infrastructure features have been 

identified as an opportunity to maximise biodiversity within urban and sub-urban areas within Policy 

EE11 Green infrastructure within the Local Plan, as set out in Appendix 1. 

 

Green walls can provide a food source for invertebrates on which, in turn, other invertebrates and birds 

may feed. They also provide breeding and nesting habitat for invertebrates, birds and possibly bats and 

are ideal for including artificial animal breeding structures such as nest boxes or bat roosting boxes. 

Careful choice of species and the orientation of the wall will increase the potential of a living wall to 
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harbour other forms of wildlife. Of particular note is the inclusion of ivy, which is a valuable food source 

for innumerable invertebrates which feed on its leaves, flowers and nectar, and it also provides valuable 

over-wintering and hibernation habitat. Fruits trees such as apples and pears can also be used to form 

a green wall by training them as espaliers. Further information relating to the green wall provision is 

provided within Appendix 4 below. 

 

Recommendation 17 

It is recommended that, where possible, green walls are included within the development proposals, to 

provide biodiversity gains for local priority species, as well as biodiversity in general.  
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

 

In November 2021, MKA Ecology Limited was commissioned to undertake a Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal and Preliminary Roost Assessment at Weybridge Business Park, Addlestone by by Bridge 

Industrial Ltd in order to support a planning application for redevelopment of the existing industrial site. 

 

The Site is overall of limited ecological value due to the domination of built form, however of the habitats 

present onsite, the woodland and hedgerows, which are considered to be priority habitats, hold the 

highest ecological value. It is considered feasible to retain and enhance these habitats onsite post-

development through additional planting. Scattered trees should also be retained where possible. 

Should trees be removed to facilitate works, they should be replaced on a minimum of a like for like 

basis.    

 

Due to the Sites proximity to the adjacent watercourses and nearby designated sites, mitigation 

measures to minimise impacts from pollutants should be put in place to protect the waterways site 

during construction. A CEMP should be produced for the Site to detail these measures for construction 

teams.  

 

The Site has the potential to support invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, breeding birds, badger and 

hedgehog. The Site also supports small-leaved cotoneaster, an invasive species, which should be 

removed and disposed of in a careful and controlled manner. The CEMP should cover precautionary 

working methods and mitigation for amphibians and reptiles, due to the presence of suitable habitat. A 

sympathetic lighting scheme should be developed to minimise impacts on nocturnal species as a result 

of the proposed works, whilst works must also be timed sensitively to avoid impacts on active birds’ 

nests. 

 

There are opportunities to enhance the site for biodiversity. Recommended enhancements include the 

enhancement of the woodland, the provision of a diverse grassland habitats, the creation of an orchard 

habitat, the provision of additional dead wood features, hedgehog domes, bird and bat boxes and the 

inclusion of green walls within the final development. A Biodiversity Net Gain assessment has been 

recommended to ensure that the proposed development provides a significant increase in biodiversity. 

 

Should all recommendations within this report being followed and adhered to, it is unlikely that there will 

be impacts on any waterways, designated sites or protected species. The recommendations outlined 

within this report will ensure that the proposals are in compliance with the National Planning Policy 

Framework and will also contribute to ensuring a sustainable development that helps to achieve both 

local and national biodiversity targets. 
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Schedule 9 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

In addition to affording protection to some species, The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

also names species which are considered invasive and require control. Section 14 of the Act prohibits 

the introduction into the wild of any animal of a kind which is not ordinarily resident in, and is not a 

regular visitor to, Great Britain in a wild state, or any species of animal or plant listed in Schedule 9 to 

the Act. In the main, Schedule 9 lists non-native species that are already established in the wild, but 

which continue to pose a conservation threat to native biodiversity and habitats, such that further 

releases should be regulated. 

 

Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996 

Full legislation text is available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/3/contents 

 

Under this legislation it is an offence to cause unnecessary suffering to wild mammals, including by 

crushing and asphyxiation. It largely deals with issues of animal welfare, and covers all non-domestic 

mammals including commonly encountered mammals on development sites such as rabbits, foxes and 

field voles. 

 

Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) 

This is a quantitative assessment of the status of populations of bird species which regularly occur in 

the UK, undertaken by the UK’s leading bird conservation organisations. It assesses a total of 246 

species against a set of objective criteria to place each on one of three lists – Green, Amber and Red 

– indicating an increasing level of conservation concern. There are currently 52 species on the Red list, 

126 on the Amber list and 68 on the Green list. The classifications described have no statutory 

implications, and are used merely as a tool for assessing scarcity and conservation value of a given 

species. 

 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

Full text is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-

framework--2  

 

The revised NPPF was updated on 20 July 2021 setting out the Government’s planning policies for 

England and the process by which these should be applied. The policies within the NPPF are a material 

consideration in the planning process. The key principle of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development, with sustainable development defined as a balance between economic, 

social and environmental needs.  

 

Policies 174 to 188 of the NPPF address conserving and enhancing the natural environment, stating 

that the planning system should: 
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• Contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by protecting and enhancing 

valued landscapes; 

• Recognise the wider benefits of ecosystem services; and 

• Minimise impacts on biodiversity and provide net gains in biodiversity where possible, 

contributing to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity.  

 

Furthermore there is a focus on re-use of existing brownfield sites or sites of low environmental value 

as a priority, and discouraging development in National Parks, Sites of Specific Scientific Interest, the 

Broads or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty other than in exceptional circumstances.  

 

Where possible, planning policies should also 

 

“promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological networks and 

the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue opportunities for securing 

measurable net gains for biodiversity”. 

 

Local Policy 

Runnymede Borough Council has produced an adopted Local Plan that runs until 2023, which covers 

policies relating to biodiversity and habitat conservation. Those policy details relevant to the Site are 

referenced below: 

 

• Policy EE9: Biodiversity, Geodiversity and Nature Conservation: Development on or 

adjacent to the following hierarchy of important sites in the Borough will need to pay particular 

attention to the requirements of this policy: 

1. Ramsar sites (international). 

2. Special Protection Areas and Special Areas of Conservation (European). 

3. Sites of Special Scientific Interest and National Nature Reserves (National). 

4. Ancient Woodland, ancient or veteran trees; and/or trees and hedgerows protected by 

a Tree Preservation Order. 

5. Sites of Nature Conservation Importance, Local Nature Reserves. 

6. Other priority habitats and priority species not identified in 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 above (Local); 

designated Local Green Space where richness of wildlife has been identified as a 

contributing factor in its designation; and any area in Runnymede that may be in future 

identified as a Nature Improvement Area; trees considered to make a significant 

contribution to their surroundings, individually or as a group. 

 

The Council will seek net gains in biodiversity, through creation/expansion, restoration, 

enhancement and management of habitats and features to improve the status of priority 

habitats and species. Development proposals should demonstrate how this will be achieved 

and should be in accordance with any Supplementary Planning Document the Council 
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prepares. Development proposals not directly related to the management of Ramsar, SPA, 

SAC as well as SSSI units forming part of these designations will not be permitted unless it can 

be demonstrated that the impact of proposals, either alone or in combination, will not result in 

likely significant adverse effects. If significant adverse effects remain even with the 

implementation of suitable avoidance and/or mitigation, development proposals will need to 

demonstrate that alternatives to the proposal have been fully explored and that Imperative 

Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI) exist. In these exceptional circumstances the 

Council will only permit development where suitable compensatory measures can be 

implemented. For development proposals that affect national, regional or locally protected sites 

not forming part of a Ramsar, SPA or SAC, permission will only be granted where it can be 

demonstrated that the benefits of the development proposal clearly outweigh the harm to the 

site and has followed the hierarchy of mitigation so that biodiversity/geodiversity damage from 

development should first be avoided, then mitigated on-site and finally, as a last resort and 

where acceptable, offset. 

 

• Policy EE11: Green Infrastructure: The Council will seek to avoid further habitat 

fragmentation of Green Infrastructure by encouraging development proposals which restore, 

maintain and enhance habitat connectivity, in particular in Biodiversity Opportunity Areas as 

shown on the policies map. The Council will seek development to contribute towards the 

delivery of a high quality multi-functional Green Infrastructure network by requiring proposals 

to provide and make enhancements to onsite Green Infrastructure assets. In exceptional 

circumstances, if it is not possible to provide on-site Green Infrastructure as it is neither feasible 

nor viable, a financial contribution towards provision and enhancement of Green Infrastructure 

and services may be sought. The Council will ensure the effective use of Tree Preservation 

Orders to protect significant trees and will encourage the proper care and maintenance of trees 

by requiring owners to submit applications to work on protected trees and ensure that protected 

trees are replaced if they have to be felled. 

 

• Policy EE12: Blue Infrastructure: The local planning authority will require applicants to 

contribute towards the delivery of a high quality multi-functional Blue Infrastructure network by 

expecting Blue Infrastructure assets to be provided, protected, maintained and enhanced to 

deliver multiple benefits and services for biodiversity, recreation and landscape. Therefore, the 

Council will resist proposals that lead to a decrease in the provision and quality of, and fails to 

enhance, the status of blue infrastructure, in accordance with the Water Framework Directive. 

Proposals will be supported that:  

 

o Demonstrate how they will support improving the status of failing waterbodies, in 

particular in relation to the requirements of the Thames River Basin Management Plan;  

o Do not involve the culverting of watercourses;  

o Do not involve the loss of natural banks; and 
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o Make appropriate provision to protect, enhance, improve and maintain accessible 

networks of Blue Infrastructure, including through deculverting and re-naturalisation of 

hard banks if appropriate.  

o Where appropriate, enable public access to Blue Infrastructure, including through 

providing undeveloped buffer zones (8m minimum for main rivers and 5m minimum for 

ordinary water courses). In certain circumstances, these standards could be negotiated 

to suit the particular ecological and requirements of a site. Any scheme to provide a 

buffer zone will need to include a working method statement detailing how the buffer 

zone will be protected during construction and long-term ecological plan.  

o Include measures to allow for the natural movement of fish within the watercourse 

where barriers to fish movement (e.g. weirs) are present. 

  

Development where inclusion of Sustainable Drainage Systems is necessary should have a 

management plan in place to demonstrate how wildlife has been taken account of. 
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8.3. Appendix 3: Site photographs 

  

Photograph 1: Hardstanding within the southern parcel 

 

 

Photograph 2: Hardstanding present within the northern parcel, with evidence of developing 

ephemeral vegetation  
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Photograph 3: Example of buildings in the southern parcel (building B6, Figure 1) 

 

 

Photograph 4: Building B1 within the northern parcel 
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Photograph 5: Areas of introduced shrubs 

 

 

Photograph 6: Small leaved cotoneaster within the ornamental planting 
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Photograph 7: Area of long sward, unmanaged grassland within the northern parcel 

 

 

 

Photograph 8: Woodland within the northern parcel  
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Photograph 9: Portion of the River Wey present along the southern boundary of the northern 

parcel   

 

 

Photograph 10: Hedgerow in northern parcel  
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Photograph 11: Example of bird boxes present atop the buildings within the Site  
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• Salad Burnet (Sanguisorba minor) 

• Wild Marjoram (Origanum vulgare) 

• Toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) 

• Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor) – This plant is particularly useful if the lawn is being created 

on previously well fertilised, grass heavy soils, as it is very good at drawing away nutrients and 

suppressing grass growth. (Sourced seeds must be as fresh as possible for best chance of 

growth). 

 

Green Walls 

 

Green walls are walls with vegetation growing on them, enhancing otherwise featureless areas of bare 

wall. They may be natural, such as brick or stone-built walls which have been naturally colonized by 

lichens, mosses, ferns and flowering plants or they can be large scale engineered green walls. The 

process of allowing and encouraging plants to grow on and up walls allows the natural environment to 

be extended into urban areas.  

 

Green walls can mimic natural rock faces of cliff and rock slopes and provide resting and feeding places 

for birds, invertebrates and even small mammals. Climbers provide nesting habitat for birds such as 

wrens, blackbirds, song thrushes and house sparrows. The combination of green walls with green roofs 

provides a route for wildlife between habitats at ground and roof level. Green walls that comprise 

climbers and light weight support structures such as wires and trellis are relatively cheap to develop 

and maintain.  

 

Engineered green walls, or ‘vertical gardening’, provide an opportunity for impressive visual impact 

whilst providing a living vertical habitat with biodiversity value. They may be either designed as a large 

structure attached to a wall containing a variety of planted species and an irrigation system which 

provides the plants with water and nutrients, or as a hanging wall at the top of a building where plants 

are allowed to hang down from suspended planters, entailing no direct contact between the plants and 

the wall. Whilst providing impressive displays many engineered green walls comprise mainly non-native 

plants and can be expensive to maintain and as such their inclusion needs careful consideration.  

 

On a smaller scale, green walls can also be created on existing buildings by growing climbing plants 

against a section of trellis work to train the plant. Climbing plants are likely to require pruning to ensure 

that they do not have an adverse effect on the condition of windows and guttering. Fruits trees such as 

apples and pears can also be used to form a green wall by training them as espaliers. 
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Column height and timing  

Column height should be carefully considered in order to minimise light spill. Luminaires should always 

be mounted on the horizontal and only luminaires with an upward light ratio of 0% and with good optical 

control should be used. Low-level lighting from bollards should be avoided where possible, and 

specialist bollard or low-level downward directional luminaires should only be used as directed by the 

lighting professional. Any external security lighting should be set on motion sensors and short (one 

minute) timers.  

 

Internal lighting  

Where possible, the site design should minimise the number and size of windows facing the features 

of importance. Where windows are required, recessed lighting should be used rather than pendant 

lighting to minimise light spill. Furthermore, factory-tinted glazing treatments can be used to minimise 

internal light transmission 






