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Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum

Application to Runnymede Borough Council for Redesignation

Introduction

The Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum (EGVNF) was initially
designated on 11™ November 2019. Redesignation is required by the Neighbourhood
Planning Regulations after 5 years if the Forum wishes to redesignate, and that will
occur on 11" November 2024.

At a Steering Committee on the 10™ October 2024 the Neighbourhood Forum
Steering Committee voted unanimously to submit an application for redesignation in
accordance with the Constitution clause 10(c).

Name, Area and Purpose of the EGVNF

a) The name of the Neighbourhood Forum is The Englefield Green Village
Neighbourhood Forum.

b) The Neighbourhood Area is shown on the map attached to the Constitution at
Appendix A. This area remains unchanged from that previously designated on 11"
November 2019.

¢) The Neighbourhood Plan was made in January 2024. In the January 2024 monthly
meeting the following proposed revised ‘Mission Statement’ and ‘Actions’ was
unanimously adopted by the NP Steering Committee. Minutes of this meeting are
available on our web site: https://www.egvplan.org.uk

Mission Statement

To promote physical enhancements in the public and private realm of the East and
West wards of Englefield Green to improve the area for the convenience and
wellbeing of the residents.

Activities

The following actions will be taken to achieve the Mission Statement;

Monitor all Planning Applications and engage with RBC planners to ensure, as much

as possible, compliance with the Neighbourhood Plan and best and most suitable

design.

Undertake alterations and improvements to the Neighbourhood Plan in response to

changed circumstances, changes to hierarchical planning directives and the like.

ii1) Engage with the relevant authorities to promote improvements in the public realm in

accordance with the NP advisory ‘Placemaking’ and any further suggested
improvements.

iv) Instigate or undertake physical improvements to the public realm (where such

v)

improvements are beyond the remit of the relevant authority), through a CIO or CIC,
and by seeking grant and other funding.

Actively seek new ideas from residents and businesses for physical improvements to
the public realm.

The above mission statement and objectives are in line with the advice given by
Locality in respect of Neighbourhood Forums that wish to carry on after their NP is
made.



3) Organisation and Activities

a) Monthly meetings of the Steering Committee have taken place from the inception
of the Forum, and have been continued after the NP was made. October 2024 will
be the 48" meeting. Minutes of all our meetings are available on our web site
https://www.egvplan.org.uk

Current Activities. Members of the Steering Committee have been assigned
responsibilities for the following activities, which are being pursued with varying
success, but considerable persistence;

b)

D)

Monitoring planning applications for compliance with the NP, responding
with objections, support or opinion and alerting members and members of
EGVRA where we think there may be problems or where the application
does or does not in our opinion conform to the NP or the general ethos of
the NP.

Promoting the Projects proposed in the Placemaking document and the
Ecology document (subsidiary documents to the NP- available on web
site). Ongoing projects are;

Planting of Trees, bushes, hedges and wind breaks; Following successful
planting of 30 trees in the grounds of St Cuthberts Primary School by the
children organised by ourselves, we are promoting planting throughout the
village.

The reconstruction of the A30 to accommodate proper cycling and walking
as a County priority under the LCWIP programme is in line with our
Placemaking proposals for this road, and we are actively liaising with
Surrey Highways, in particular to monitor how it affects other projects.

As part of promoting ‘Liveable Neighbourhoods’ we are actively engaging
with Surrey Highways on the provision of one way systems and the
reduction of speed limits in the centre of the village and around schools.
As part of our Placemaking proposals for St Jude’s Road, and in the
absence in the foreseeable future of funds to undertake the full
reconstruction of this road, we are promoting and providing initial designs
for the provision of a central village area that will act as a Transport Hub,
including bike racks, shelter, bus stop enhancements and other facilities.
As part of our placemaking proposals we have provided a design for a
garden and play area in the Forest Estate. This project is on hold due to
lack of funding.

We continue to actively seek other improvements in the village, including
improved village signage, notice boards giving information about the area,
and liaising with shops and businesses promoting Englefield Green as a
place to visit.

Extensive studies and assessment of the Areas heritage assets during
preparation of the NP resulted in a proposed list of Non- designated
Heritage Assets. A recent study by RBC designated experts has led to 80
assets being recommended for designation.



4) Constitution

5)

The constitution of the NP is attached at Appendix A and is the same as the one that
was approved when the Forum was first designated with two minor changes as
follows;

1) The following clause was added in order to take advantage of anyone who
might volunteer to join the Steering Committee between AGMs.

‘The Steering Committee, by unanimous vote, may appoint a volunteer to the
Steering Committee in the interim period between each AGM if an existing
Steering Committee member resigns or if it is deemed by the Steering
Committee necessary to appoint an additional Steering Committee member to
progress the work of the Steering Committee, provided the total number
serving on the Steering Committee does not at

any time exceed 10’

1) The following clause was deleted when EGVRA voted to change their
constitution to allow Ward Councillors to become members of their
committee. A principle of the Forum Steering Committee is that the Forum is
totally nonpolitical (though acknowledging the need to liaise and discuss
matters with Councillors);

‘The Steering Committee shall at all times include a minimum of two elected
members of EGVRA Committee’. Both changes were approved by members at
separate AGMs.

Copies of the minutes of all AGMs are available on our web site:
https://www.egvplan.org.uk

Membership and Communication
Registered membership (i.e. those we hold e mail addresses for) is currently about

350. About 750 residents voted when the Plan was made.

We regularly send out notifications to members by e mail concerning either planning
matters or regarding progress on projects, and alert EGVRA to what we have sent out
so they may respond to their members where appropriate.

We have a core of members who often engage and are clearly very interested in how
things are being progressed and often receive e mails from members and other
residents regarding various matters and respond accordingly.

We maintain our Web site as a source of information and include relevant news there.
We have recently set up a Facebook page to promote involvement and to encourage
further membership and are considering a door-to-door campaign to promote further
membership.

We maintain a privacy policy in line with statutory requirements (available on the
website)

Contact details for the Forum
Contact details for at least one member of the Neighbourhood Forum as required by
the Neighbourhood Planning regulations:- Mike Kelly, egvforum@gmail.com
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Meeting the Legal Requirements, including the conditions contained in Section
61F(5) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

The Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum meets the legal requirements to
be designated by Runnymede Borough Council because, as set out in the Constitution
of the Forum, the Forum does have an express purpose of promoting and improving
the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of a neighbourhood area.

In addition, as set out in the Constitution, membership of the Forum is open to people
living in the area, businesses or other bodies or organisations which operate in the
Area through their appointed representatives and also public representatives of the
area and individuals who work in the Area.

Furthermore, as set out in the Constitution of the Forum and also attached to this
application, the Forum shall have a minimum of 21 members before any decision on
neighbourhood planning may be made.

The Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum comprises a diverse group of
residents and community representatives dedicated to preserving the Englefield Green
Village Neighbourhood Area’s unique character, promoting sustainable growth, and
addressing the needs and aspirations of all residents. The collective expertise, passion
and shared vision enable the proposed Forum to effectively navigate the complexities
of local planning processes and advocate for the interests of the local community.

As we seek re-designation, we remain committed to upholding the principles of
transparency, inclusivity, and democratic participation in all aspects of our work. We
have demonstrated our capacity to facilitate meaningful consultations, conduct
thorough research, and produce well-informed policy recommendations that reflect
the priorities and values of our community.

Furthermore, we recognise the importance of continuing our accountability and
ongoing communication with our residents, businesses, stakeholders and Runnymede
Borough Council. We are committed to fulfilling the responsibilities associated with
the Neighbourhood Forum designation, working alongside the local planning
authority to ensure alignment with broader strategic objectives.

The Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood Forum has been set up in conjunction
with Runnymede Borough Council conforming to the requirements of the Town and
Country Planning Act.

Conclusion

In all the circumstances referred to above we ask Runnymede Borough Council to
consider and in due course approve this application of the Englefield Green Village
Neighbourhood Forum to continue as a designated Forum and Neighbourhood Area
for a further five years.
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ENGLEFIELD GREEN VILLAGE

NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM
CONSTITUTION

(September 1% 2024)

1 Neighbourhood Forum Name

a. The name of the Forum shall be Englefield Green Village Forum.

b. Inaccordance with the NPPG, the proposed Neighbourhood Area is based upon the Local
Authority’s defined Ward boundaries, namely ‘Englefield Green East’ and ‘Englefield
Green West'.

c. These boundaries have been further refined following a public consultation event held at
the Village Fair and Forum planning meetings where local residents were invited to
comment on the proposed Neighbourhood Area boundaries and suggest amendments as
appropriate. These revisions comprised both rationalising the area, excluding areas that
are not relevant for the purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan (for example parts of the
protected Windsor Great Park) and including others, such as properties that were on the
edge of ward Boundary limits but whose occupants identified themselves as residents of
the village both geographically and communally.

d. The map attached at Appendix A shows the resultant area covered by Englefield Green
Village Forum and is known as Englefield Green Village Area.

2 Forum Objectives

The objectives of the Forum shall be:

a. to promote and improve the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of the
Englefield Village Neighbourhood Area.

b. To encourage development that respects the distinctive, historic and unique character of
the Area.

c. todevelop in co-operating of the Local Planning Authority a Neighbourhood Plan for the
Neighbourhood area
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d. to consult widely with the local community, including local organisations, education,
students, churches, Health Services and local businesses to encourage the goodwill and
involvement of the community.

e. To encourage development of a high architectural design and respect to heritage
guidelines in the Area.

f. To make the area more sustainable, protect garden and green spaces and bring
environmental benefits to the area.

g. to make improvements to the street environment,

h. to ensure the Neighbourhood plan to:

(i) be in general conformity with the Council’s adopted Local Plan 2001(Saved
Policies 2007) and due consideration to the emerging Local Plan,

(i) have regard to national planning policy and guidance,
(iii) contribute to the achievement of sustainable development, and

(iv) not breach and be compatible with EU obligations, the Human Rights Act and
other relevant legislation, if still applicable.

i. The Forum reserves the right to undertake any activities permitted by the relevant
Neighbourhood planning provisions of the Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood
Planning Regulations April 2012 and to exercise any powers which attach to the Forum
as a designated forum.

3 Membership

a. Membership of the Forum is open to:
(i) individuals who are resident of the Area;

(ii)businesses or other bodies or organisations e.g. education, Health Services,
churches, which operate in the Area, through their appointed representatives;
(iii) individuals who work in the Area (whether for businesses carried out there

or otherwise);
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(iv) Local representative, including elected members of Runnymede Borough
Council Councillors and Surrey County Councillors whose ward includes any part of
the Englefield Green Village Neighbourhood area.

b. Members must be at least 18 years of age.

c. anyone wishing to be a member, and who supports the aims and objects of the Forum,
shall apply for membership by contacting

the Secretary and completing any such form as may be currently prescribed by the Steering

Committee.

d. The Forum shall have a minimum of 21 members before any decision on neighbourhood
planning may be made.

e. For the avoidance of doubt, individuals eligible for membership under one or more
categories above will only be able to exercise one vote.

f. Where it is considered that membership would be detrimental to the aims and objectives
of the Forum the Steering Committee shall have the power to refuse membership, or may
terminate the membership. Refusal or termination of membership shall be upon at least

two thirds of Steering Committee members so voting.

g. A member may resign from the Forum by giving 7 days’ written notice to the Forum
Secretary.

h. The Secretary shall maintain a list of members at all times.
i. All members shall have an equal vote.

j. Membership is not transferable.

4 Forum Steering Committee

a. The Forum shall be managed by an elected Steering Committee (“the

Steering Committee””) comprising of no less than five (5) and no more than ten (10) people
who must be at least 18 Years of age and must either live or work in the Neighbourhood
Area.

b. The Steering Committee shall appoint the following Officers from their number: a Chair,

Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary and any additional or replacement officers the Steering
Committee deems necessary to carry out the required activities.
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The officers shall be elected by the Steering Committee within sixty (60) days of this
Constitution being adopted, and thereafter at the next meeting of the Steering
Committee after the AGM. If a vacancy occurs during the course of the year, a
replacement shall be elected at the next meeting of the Steering committee.

The Steering Committee shall be elected for a period of up to one year, but may be
reelected at the Forum’s Annual General Meeting (AGM). There is no limit to the
number of terms an officer may serve.

Steering committee members can appoint officers from within the Steering Committee
to fill vacancies that arise during the year.

Blank

Ward Councillors and Members of Parliament may become members of the Forum, but
shall not serve as members of the Steering Committee.

The Steering Committee will direct and oversee the work of Forum and will meet at
least six (6) times a year for this purpose.

Subcommittees or working parties may be appointed by the Steering Committee to
carry out specific tasks, to consider policies and to advise the Steering Committee. Such
bodies may be appointed within or outside the membership of the Forum, but will be
responsible to the Steering Committee.

Members of the Steering Committee (or members of a sub-committee) are

required to identify and consider any personal, financial or pecuniary interests
and potential conflicts that have arisen, or may arise in the future, and notify
the other members as soon as is practicably possible.
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Any declared conflict should be noted in the minutes and will be recorded in a register
of interest.

The concerned member shall not be counted in the decision making process for quorum
or voting purposes in respect of matters in which the concerned member has declared a
conflict of interest. The concerned member shall also be excluded from the receipt of
documents, discussions and information relating to the same.

The Steering Committee is empowered to engage appropriate professional and
technical body/bodies to carry out work provided a financial commitment is within the
Forums financial means as advised by the Treasurer.
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n. The Steering Committee, by unanimous vote, may appoint a volunteer to the
Steering Committee in the interim period between each AGM if an existing Steering
Committee member resigns or if it is deemed by the Steering Committee necessary to
appoint an additional Steering Committee member to progress the work of the Steering
Committee, provided the total number serving on the Steering Committee does not at
any time exceed 10.

5 Meetings

a. The Forum AGM shall take place no later than three (3) months after the end of the financial
year. At least fourteen (24) days’ notice will be given before the AGM.

b. The steering Committee will call an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) of the Forum
within 28 days of a request to do so submitted by 20 members of the Forum or at the
request of the Steering Committee. An EGM shall only take place after at least fourteen (14)
days’ natice.

c. Five (5) or more Steering Committee members must be present in order for a meeting of the
Steering Committee to take place.

d. A quorum for any Steering Committee Meeting shall be one half of the total number of
Steering Committee Members appointed at the time.

e. All steering Committee meetings shall be open to attendance by any Forum member who
shall not be permitted to vote, speak or intervene except by consent of the Chair.

f. The Steering Committee reserves the right to exclude observers where a majority of the
Steering Committee members present deem this as necessary for the effective conduct of
the business of the meeting.

g. All meetings must be minuted and accessible to all members of the Forum and other
interested parties.

h. All members are entitled to vote at any general meeting. Voting shall be made by a show of
hands on a majority basis. Members unable to attend may appoint the Chair or other officer
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of the Steering Committee to vote on their behalf on any particular issue by sending a notice
to one of them (by email or in writing) authorising them to do so. In the case of an equal
vote, the Chair or an appointed deputy shall make the final decision.

i. The Chair of the General Meeting shall be the Chair, Vice-Chair or if either unable to attend
the person nominated in writing by the Chair.

j.  All members of the Steering Committee are entitled to vote at any Steering meeting. Voting
shall be made by a show of hands on a majority basis. In the case of an equal vote, the Chair
or an appointed deputy shall make the final decision.

k. In case of equality of votes at any general Meeting, the Chair of the meeting will be entitled
to a second and casting vote.

6 The Secretary

The Secretary shall be responsible for:

handling membership requests of the Forum,

maintaining the list of membership

taking minutes of all Forum and Steering Committee meetings

the despatch of notices of General Meetings and Steering Committee meetings
maintaining a Register of the interests of members of the Committee

maintaining and updating the website with appropriate forum information e.g. minutes,
finances, Neighbourhood plan drafts, etc.

S 0 oW

7 Forum Finances

a. The Forum will have the power to raise funds as necessary for its activities, by grant,
donation or any other appropriate means.

b. The Steering committee Treasurer shall open one or more bank accounts as necessary in
the name of the Forum.

c. Funds acquired by the Forum, including donations, contributions and bequests shall be
paid into the account operated by the Steering Committee in the Forum name.
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d. All Funds must be applied to the objectives of the Forum and for not other purpose. Any
cheques etc. relating to the Forum'’s bank account shall be signed by at least two (2) of
the following Steering Committee members: Chair, Vice- Chair, Treasurer, Secretary.

e. Any income/expenditure shall be the responsibility of the officers of the Steering
Committee who will be accountable to ensure funds are utilised effectively and that the
Forum stays within budget.

f.  Anannual financial report shall be presented at the AGM. The Forum’s accounting year
shall run from 1 April to 31 March.

8 Neighbourhood Plan

a. Any decision to submit the Neighbourhood Plan to Runnymede Borough Council for their
actions to gain approval for the Plan from the individuals and businesses of Englefield
Green, will initially be subject to a majority vote of members present at a meeting of the
Forum at which any decision is considered. The voting quorum shall be a minimum of
twenty-one (21) members.

b. All consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan will be open to all residents and businesses
in the Englefield Green Village Area whether members of the Forum or not.

¢. The Forum may set up a website to publicise the neighbourhood planning process,
record it and seek views of the public.

9 Alterations of the Constitution

a. Any changes to this constitution must be agreed by a majority vote at an AGM, EGM.

b. Proposed amendments to this constitution by members must be conveyed in writing to
the Steering Committee Secretary. The Secretary and other members of the Steering
Committee shall then decide on the date of an EGM to discuss such amendments.

10 Dissolution

a. The duration of the Englefield Green Neighbourhood Forum is five (5) years from the
Neighbourhood Forum designation date.

b. The Forum may be dissolved if deemed necessary by its member in a majority vote at
the AGM or EGM provided twenty-eight (28) days’ notice of the proposed dissolution
has been given to the Forum Members. Any assets or remaining funds after debts have
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been paid shall be returned to their providers or transferred to local charities or similar
groups and the discretion of the Steering Committee.

In accordance with the Localism Act 2011, a formal review of the functions and
achievements of the Forum shall be carried out five years after its formal designation by
Runnymede Borough Council. Following such review, and consultation with its members,
the Forum may decide to continue, amend or dissolve itself as considered appropriate.

12




AV Iy §

Meev))
jghb!

NenghP‘l’aU;hood

p— ‘

Appendix A

Runnymede é

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Appendix A- Map showing boundaries of Englefield Green Neighbourhood Area
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